
he � lm “Field of Dreams” taught 
us—and I’m paraphrasing here—
that “if you build it, they will 

come.” � at adage could not hold more 
true for Wingman Magazine. 

� ank you for your letters and com-
ments telling us how much you enjoyed 
reading May’s issue and how much you 
appreciate our new publication. Wingman
has proved to be a valuable outlet for news 
and information for our chapters and the 
broader Air Force community we serve.

We’ve included some of your letters 
in our new “Talk Back” section in this 
issue—but that’s not all that’s new for 
September. We’ve also updated our layout 
with a distinctly clean, contemporary, and 
re� ned design for enhanced readability.

Leading this issue is the story on Ken 
Pridgeon and his Portrait of a Warrior 
Memorial Art Gallery in Baytown, Texas, 
east of Houston, as told by Bob Kjar, vice 
president of communications for our San 
Jacinto Chapter in Houston. Pridgeon, a 
79-year-old former airman, has already 
painted more than 150 portraits of fallen 
US service personnel from Texas or as-
signed to units in the Lone Star State at 
the time of their deaths.

As Kjar tells us, Pridgeon has a way of 
bringing to life on canvas the personali-

ties of these fallen personnel. One of the 
portraits highlighted in Kjar’s piece is 
that of  bomber pilot Maj. Christopher 
M. Cooper, who died at age 33 in July 
2008 in a B-52 crash near Guam.

We hope Kjar’s article moves you to 
visit Pridgeon’s gallery one day. Pridgeon 
intends to paint more than 600 portraits 
of men and women who died serving 
our nation. Ultimately, he would like to 
see similar galleries sprout up in every 
state to honor our military fallen. He’s 
also embracing technology by adopting 
state-of-the-art computer software to 
create these portraits in digital format.

Also in the issue is a story on the 
power of mentorship written by Merri 
M. Sha� er, formerly AFA’s manager of 
media activities. As Sha� er describes it, 
2nd Lt. Kyle Wheeler used to load muni-
tions on F-15Cs as an enlisted airman. 
Now he is training to be an F-15C pilot, 
thanks in large part to the guidance and 
counsel of now-retired Maj. Gen. Brett 
T. Williams.

Resiliency is the topic of Jill C. West-
eyn’s article “Stone by Stone.” Westeyn, 
AFA’s manager for awards and scholar-
ships, chronicles her own journey of 
recovery after su� ering a mild traumatic 
brain injury on duty while in uniform.

Matt Bearzotti, our legislative man-
ager, writes about how AFA helped 
secure a Congressional Gold Medal for 
the Doolittle Raiders of World War II, 
while Kelsey L. Hendrix, a former AFA 
member relations associate, passes on 
worthwhile advice for young o�  cers 
embarking on their � rst assignment in 
“Life After Air Force ROTC.”

� ese are just a few of the pieces in 
September’s issue. We hope you will 
enjoy it in its entirety.

Speaking of Doolittle, this month is 
special for AFA as we will dedicate our 
operations building in Arlington, Va., 
in the name of Gen. James H. “Jimmy” 
Doolittle, the association’s � rst president 
and leader of the daring bombing raid 
on Tokyo in April 1942. For that, he 
received the Medal of Honor.

 We look forward to meeting with 
you later this month at our Air & Space 
Conference and Technology Exposition 
in National Harbor, Md.

We’re already working on Wingman’s
next issue. Please keep your feedback 
coming. We’re listening. See you again 
in January!

George K. Muellner is AFA’s Chairman of 
the Board.
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